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People with a heart for Justice”

Edmund Rice Combined Ministries Conference
Rostrevor College

On Friday 9th June, three hundred and forty members of the Edmund RieerlNen SA gathered for the first ever
Combined Ministries Conference. Participants represented eight EdneadnRistries — CBC Wakefield St, Rostrevor
College, St Pauls College, Edmund Rice Camps Inc SA, FAME (FleaitdeMobile Education unit), Edmund Rice
Associates SA, Christian Brother Communities and Holy SpiritiRcevministry personnel. The conference, an extension
of a ten year tradition of calling together staff within SA Edmuiak Rchools, reflected the growing recognition that the
vision and spirit of Edmund Rice and the Christian Brothers areeaiitally expressed in a wider arena than just our
school communities. In his invitation our Holy Sprit Province leader Br Kevin Ryate:

The 2006 event reflects a broader appreciationwfledmund Rice Network and provides an opportuiityather people

from a range of ministries which share a commomitsphd purpose emanating from the life and visafrour founder,

Edmund Rice. While this is a time to celebrate unity, it is also a time to appreciate the diversif our works and to

acknowledge the personal challenges emerging frahinnour C21st world.

In keeping with directions set by the Congregation at its Chaptél0a the conference highlighted Justice as its theme
and challenged participants to consider issues at a global, natam#land personal level. One of the contemporary
challenges to be featured was a broadening of the Justice agendade emblogical and environmental concern for our
planet. Br Kevin sums up the purpose of the day succinctly in writing:

“I grew up on a farm in Western Australia. | wilbt use the full explicit language that | may haceasionally used as a

teenager but | will say that the world is a bloagyfair place for some people from the day theytamen until the day they

die. On top of that we could be treating our eaatthelluva’ lot better than we are! You and I, goeople involved in

some manner in the Edmund Rice Network and weareng together to have a chat about what we caalmmt it both

individually and as a group!

The Conference was organised by a planning committee made up of mégresse
from all eight ministry groups. The committee worked from Febrt@mmsnsure that
the Conference touched both the minds and hearts of participants.

The format of the day was three tiered. Session one began whhllanging
keynote address from Br Moy Hitchemho was appointed in 2005 to the position of
Promoter of Eco-Justice for the Christian Brothers world-wide. urtped the
Conference delegates to make a conscious connection between tleelr liv
experiences and the environment within which that living takes platde discussion enabled people to process what
Moy was sharing and roaming floor microphones promoted interactive diabmjween participants. Ultimately Moy
invited consideration of three key questiobsies the universe have a heart? Does the Earth have rightdPe we
partners with the Earth? The keynote urged a change of perception and heart in our approach to endltiyy future

of creation. It is hoped that this in turn will lead to an enhancedeawss of the beauty of our planet and a greater
acceptance of responsibility for the care of it and for one another.

Session two provided participants with the opportunity to attend an aogrworkshop of specific interest to them.
Workshop offerings were:
Refugee aspirationsa journey to belong
It's Cold Outside — working with the homeless
HIV/AIDS ... touching the reality
Fair trade v Free trade: the price of consumerism
Environmental Education — learning to care
Cosmic Events— a creative process to celebrate
Injustice on our doorstep domestic violence.
How to change the world for ten bucks!
Success for Boys a job worth doing.
Youth Spirituality and their search for meaning
Immersion Experiences.. Karibu and its impact



Kaurna Trail ..a walk of indigenous awareness

Presenters gave generously of their time and expertise in delivering thought provekiagsse

Session three was divided into two parts with half of the partitspattending
ministry focused workshops while the remainder met in reflection grodje

group discussions were intense and reflected the level of engageitterihe

subject matter. Meanwhile fifteen optional workshops introduced patits to

different initiatives, projects and works currently taking placgeurthe banner of
Edmund Rice

Feedback from the reflection groups gave the final panel discussidirdttion.
Three common threads emerged as foundational principles for moving forward:
- We can all make changes to our lives which reflect an incrgasvareness of the world around us. Perhaps each
ministry needs to map their footprints to measure the impact they have on tHesnldganment..
- Genuine people with a heart for justice are not people of miserd@om but are people of hope and change, capable
of making a difference to our world.
- We could all familiarise ourselves with the principles of titernationally endorsed Earth Charter which calls on us
to be agents of awareness, sensitivity and action in advancinguse afa
ecological sustainability and respect for God’s creation.

Our gathering was enriched by uplifting prayerful rituals, and a@ngjasong
from a combined ministries band — a suitable reminder that, asvarketve
have the capacity to work as one and “sing from the same page& Th
gathering was certainly an authentic “conversation of heartsk@essed in
some of these feedback comments:

Relationships between people of different ministwere excellent
It was great to have the opportunity to accessomlzination of workshop activities eg hearing
someone’s overseas experience and then getting good ideas which | can implement at my
school.
One response that came out of the reflection gitatended was thahe sum of the parts in the
ministries is greater than the whole
As a new staff member and a first timer at thiglkifi an event | was very impressed, felt very
comfortable with the day, the sessions and mixiitly @thers.
The sessions did reach the heart; they were thopigivoking and informative.
It was obvious that the day was designed to catee¥eryone and that was appreciated.
It was great to go to a conference where the @wigere for a personal reason rather than just
attend sessions because you had to.
The day ran smoothly with interesting and informafpresentations and excellent networking oppotitesti
| think days like this are essential-it was verfirafing
| really liked not getting packages and papers eided the usual waste.
Although I didn't like the idea of the organisebleaarrangements, | found that it did 'make' mevesse with new people.
Good that, despite the number of people, theresmarvuch opportunity for sharing as a small and é&ggoup.
We're so lucky to work in ministries strengthengdhe generosity and commitment of the Brothersadhthose who say
'this is what matters - this is what we are about"

Prepared by Mark McGlaughlin, ERN Formation Director HSP
on behalf of the organizing committee
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COMING ERN EVENTS

Edmund Rice Camps STAR STRUCK Ball

A night to mingle with the stars, dress as a statome as a star yourself and help raise fund&€RC
When Saturday 26th August

Where Mercure Grosvenor Hotel on North Terrace

Time: 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start

Dress Formal, costume or neat casual

Cost $75 incl 3 course meal, beer, wine, soft drink

Tickets: Please contact the ERC office on 8234 2@8&rcoffice@ozemail.com.ato book your ticket/ table

God in the Now Retreat

A program that offers the opportunity to participan a four week retreat experience within theteghof one’s norma
lifestyle and commitments

Commences'5August

Contact Br John Webb on 83542100
Or emailwebbcfc@picknowl.com.au

Mass and more... to celebrate the Anniversary of the death of Blessedud Rice
Tuesday August 39

CBC Chapel and Conference Centre
Wakefield St Adelaide

Time : to be confirmed

All Welcome

Edmund Rice Associates friends, family, ministry colleagues, volunteers who are livingrigyworking in
the Edmund Rice tradition

Meet togetheffor reflection, story sharing and good food andhevi
Next gatheringWednesday August'16 pm
Where 103 George St Thebarton

All are welcome and valued







